I skinned 
my elbow on 
& branch or 
something! 





You 0 got 
scathed, 





‘Ayo's gonna be 
the strongest 


and the fastest, 
ue. I knew she'd get me 
out of the woods 
first-- and look, totally 
unscathed! 












ule 
‘that 
stupid 











HARRY. 
DID YOU Miss ME? 


ree 
ABOUT LULENSKI. 
PLEASE? Z 














SOME INVISIBLE HAND IS SHAPING THE STOMACH, AS THOUGH 
IT WERE ALUMP OF CLAY. 




















CONFORMING TO A CHILDLIKE SENSE OF LOGIC- A FOOT IS SHAPED FROM 
STOMACH WALLS, AND COMMENCES TO BEHAVE AS A FOOT, WITHOUT 
APPARENT ASSISTANCE FROM BONE OR MUSCLE 





5H TSTE INTO A GELATINOUS EYE AND BLINKS TO LIFE, 
ITS PUPILS MOVING, UNDERSTANDING, BETRAYING SOME NEWLY FORMED 
GASTRIC BRAIN IN ITS STILL-SOLIDIFYING HEAD 






























































A WARM WET SMELL OF SALT AND METAL. AN EDGE OF BURNT SWEETNESS. 
IT RESOLVES ITSELF WITH THE SOUND OF BUBBLES BURSTING AND DOUGHY FLESH SETTLING. 
IT BRINGS TO MIND A MEMORY OF BEING IN A KITCHEN WHILE SOMETHING IS 
BEING PULLED FROM THE OVEN. 





UNLIKE MOST NEWBORNS, ITS FIRST INSTINGT |S TO TAKE CARE 
OF THE BOY THAT BIRTHED IT. I KNOW I MUST MOVE IN AND INTERFERE, 
BUT INSTEAD I STAND AND WATCH THE STRANGE SYMBIOTIC 
RELATIONSHIP THAT HAS BEGUN TO FORM. 





WHAT BIOLOGICAL GEARS MAKE IT MOVE AND THINK? HAS IT BONES AND NERVES DERIVED 
FROM STOMACH TISSUE? OR IS IT MERELY A FLESHY PUPPET, ANIMATED BY THE 
FORMLESS GHOST IT ONCE WAS? 



























































WAIT. .. SOMETHING'S WRONG. SOMETHING'S I ni oe 
DIFFERENT. THIS ISN'T HOW IT WAS. e THSEAIND mer 












































NO 












































































































































HEY LU! GLAD TO FINALLY 
HAVE YOU BACK! YOU LOOK 
TERRIBLE! PLEASE NED. 
DON'T FLATTER Me. 











V I MISSED YOU SO 
MUCH, YA OLD BAG! 


YEAH, YEAH. WHATS 
ON THE AGENDA FOR 
MY FIRST DAY BACK? 


Lucky You! You 
GET TO START 
TRAINING THE 

NEW FIELD AGENT. 


+. ALRIGHT, AGENT DOLAN, THOSE 
ARE THE BASICS. JUST REMEMBER THAT JA 
ADMINISTERING QUICK STABILIZATION 


t HOCK Te 
IS SOMETIMES NECESSARY, BUT- He poneare araren, 


YOU MAY WANT TO 
TAKE A LOOK AT SOME 
OF THE SAMPLES 
WE HAVE TO GET A 

FOR... 


” PLEASE, NED, 
SAVE THE GOOD 
New: 


|x aust wanter to say NV 


IVE BEEN A FAN OF 
YOURS FOR, LIKE, FOREVER. 
IN COLLEGE T READ YOUR 
ARTICLE ABOUT BEHAVIOR 
PATTERNS IN REPTILES 
AND IT SERIOUSLY. 
CHANGED MY LIFE! 


Tae 





$0 MUCH FOR COMING SO 
FAR AS A WOMAN IN YOUR, 
FIELD AND I CANT BELIeve 
I GET TO WoRK WITH YOU 
HERE IN THIS AMAZING 
FACILITY AND I’M JUST SO 
EXCITED TO GET STARTED 
T CANT EVEN BELIEVE IT! 


7 
AND I JUST RESPECT YOU 


THE PATIENT'S SYSTEM, 
$0 YOUVE GOT TO BE 
CAREFUL. 


THAT'S 
DYNAMITE. 





WELL HAVE TO 
GET OUR ENGINEERS 
TO TAKE A LOOK. 


ANY CREATURE 
REPORTS FROM 
THE HOSPITALS? 





NOPE, NOT ONE, 
THANK GOODNESS. 


WELL, WELL HAVE 
TO KEEP ON THE 
LooKourT. 


...WE LOST A COUPLE OF GHOSTS, 
BUT IT LOOKS LIKE THE CRACKS CAME 
FROM INSIDE THE TANKS. MUSTVE 
BEEN A STRUCTURAL ISSUE. 


T CANT BEGIN TO SAY 
HOW sorRY I AM, 
DR. MAUGRAS. 





I CANT IMAGINE 
WHAT IT’S LIKE TO 
LOSE A SON. 








IT'S ALMOST GooD 
TO SEE YOU GRIEve. 
FOR SOME TIME, 

I FEARED WE WERE 
NO LONGER CAPABLE 











THANK YOU, 
RUINDER. 


THAT IS A VERY 
THOUGHTLESS THING 
TO SAY, RUINDER. 


-..BUT I KNOW 
YOURE DOING 
YOUR BEST. 





[( oH! be. LuLensKit WOULP YOU MIND STAYING I Suppose IT's 
JUST THE WOMAN ALITTLE LATE AFTER WORK Vz eureaee WwOoRK- 
I WANTED TO SEE. TONIGHT? ID LIKE TO RELATED, BUT... 
‘ DISCUSS SOME THINGS CONSIDER IT A SORT OF 
RUINDER! I- I WAS WITH YOU. "EXTRACURRICULAR 
JUST STUD’ 


1...ID Love To, 1D MAKE I DIDN'T KNOW WE WERE 
REALLY, BUT... iy . GETTING DRINKS AFTER 
I PROMISED NED TIME. WORK. 
WED GET DRINKS AND WE HAVEN'T H 
TONIGHT. |\ SEEN EacH oTHER /| 
IN A WHILE, 50- 


|{ UNDERSTAND 
COMPLETELY. 
A PROMISE IS 





[ GOD, BEING IN HERE MAKES HEY, WHAT'S WITH THE 


ME FEEL SO OLD. 


. ; THE JEWELRY TYPE. 
Z —< 


1... DON'T KNOW 
ABOUT THAT ... 


I MEAN, T MISS HIM 

$0 MUCH.T ... HAVE 

DREAMS ABOUT HIM 
++. ALOT OF THE TIME. 
HE WAS MY FRIEND. 

PART OF MY LIFE. 


NECKLACE? YOURE NOT 


OH. THIS . 
ROGER GAVE ME 
THIS, LIKE A WEEK 
BEFORE HE DIED. 





I's JUST A LocKET 
WITH SOME SILLY TOKEN 
IN IT. I THOUGHT MAYBE 

I SHOULD WEAR IT, 

FOR, UM, FOR HIM. 


V eut notHING REALLY anyway, TM PRETTY 
HAPPENED WITH US. 
EVEN SOMETHING LIKE FLIRTED WITH ME 
THIS LOCKET ... Bamoariegrnrtn 
IT ALWAYS SEEMED LIKE HE ONLY WOMAN 
HE MIGHT JUST BE Moe Ne eee wee 
MAKING FUN OF Me. ASUNDER FORTY: 


ou,Lu.t Never 
GOT TO TALK TO YOU 
ABOUT ... HOW HARD 
IT was. 


YOU REALLY 
LOVED HIM, 
DIDNT You? 


YOURE UNDER FORTY?! 


FOR A FEW MORE 
YEARS AT LEAST! 





OH MY GoD! NED, HA HA. HONESTLY, 
SERIOUSLY. HOW COME THOUGH. YOURE NOT 
We NEVER DATED? SEEING ANYONE? T FIND 
Weer THAT PRETTY HARD 
z TO BELIEVE. 


SOON AFTER THE: 
DIVORCE. CANT GET 
MY HEART BROKEN 


I GUESS THE THEY DON'T KNOW WHAT 
ARM THING PUTS || THEYRE MISSING! I aLWays 
EM OFF, MORE THOUGHT YOU LOOKED LIKE J ]\ WORK. IT'S A NICE 
THAN I THOUGHT THE GREAT SANTINI. DISTRACTION. 


IT WOULD. 


V/ 
I GO OUT ONCE IN A WHILE, YEAH. 


MOSTLY THEM INTERNET DATES. 


BUT YKNOW. I CANT 
TAKE WILBUR WITH ME, 
OUTSIDE OF WORK. 


HEY NED? 


WHEN You were 
ACOP ...DID 
YOU HAVE TO 

KILL ANYONE? 


N 





$0 WE'RE AT 
THIS PART OF 
THE NIGHT. 


U ...SHELL DOES SOME 
CRAZY, AMAZING, DANGEROUS 
STUFF. THE WORK THEY DO 
HURTS PEOPLE. THAT'S JUST 
WHAT IT IS. 


I WISH Z FELT THE 
way You Do. 


aw, Lu. 
Youtl Get 
THERE. 


I MEAN, WITH OUR WoRK 
. ARE YOU USED TO IT, 
WHEN SOMEONE Dies? 


BUT ME? MY JOB Is TO 't 
ad Sir ieee Ae cir \ fk engentm ea0e ar 
THE DAMAGE AS MUCH AS ME THAT DOES IT. 
I CAN. I REDUCE THAT HURT 
THATD HAPPEN ANYWAY. 
PLUS, YKNOW. 
THE PAYCHECKS 
GOOD AND CINDY'S 
GOT COLLEGE SOON. 


T/M NOT A SAINT. 


TM EXHAUSTED. ‘sounns 
MIND IF We CALL }f Boop TO 
ITANIGHT? 

































































T HADNT EXPECTED 
TO SEE YOU BACK 
HERE TONIGHT. 


NOT THAT IM 
NOT DELIGHTED, 
MIND YOU. 


UH ... HAHA, 
YEAH. I WAS 
GONNA GO 
HOME, I JUST- 


ER- IF IT ISN'T TOO 
LaTe- I HAD 
DISCUSSED SHARING 
SOMETHING WITH 
You? 





i 











THIS IS MY LAB, WHERE I CREATE 
THE GHOSTS. | KEEP IT QUITE 
PRIVATE. NOT EVEN DIRECTOR 

MAUGRAS HAS SEEN IT. 


I PEEL I CAN TRUST YOU. 
THAT DAY WHEN YOU TOLD ME 
YOU WOULD Never ALLOW 


YOURSELF To HOST A MONSTER- } 


HOW Do YOU KNOW 
FOR SURE I WAS BEING 
HONEST? 


THEN WHY ON 
EARTH ARE YOU 
SHOWING IT 


I FELT YOU WeRE HONEST 
THAT DAY IN A WAY THAT 
NO ONE ELSE WORKING 
HERE EVER HAS BEEN. 


IVE ALWways 
RATHER LIKED 
You. 





CREATING THE GHOSTS 
1S A SOMEWHAT INTUITIVE 
PROGRESS. I CAN 
RARELY PREDICT WHAT 
WILL HAPPEN. 

















IS SOMETHING LIKE THIS 
++. REALLY POSSIBLE? 


DONT TELL ME YOU'RE 
GOING TO TRY IT. 


BUT I HAVE SOME IDEAS 
FOR THE FUTURE. YOU MAY TAKE 
ALOOK AT THE PROJECT FILES 
ON MY LAPTOP THERE. 


“THE CHAKRA 
PROJECT" 


SOMEDAY , PERHAPS. 


BUT AT THE MOMENT IT'S 
NO MORE THAN A THEORY. 


LET'S Move ON. 


THE TITLE ISNT ENTIRELY APT, BUT 
I THOUGHT IT SOUNDED NICE. 


OH MY GOD, 
RUINDER. 


I DON’T KNOW IF T CAN TELL You 
EVERYTHING YET. I’M RESERVING 
MY JUPGEMENT. 


BUT I WOULD LIKE 
TO TELL YOU WHAT 
ARMA IS, AND 
HOw IT IS MADE. 





IT 1S & CHEMICAL FOUND IT WAS A COMPLETELY THE FIRST GHOST ATTACKED AFTER THAT WE HAD NO 
IN HUMAN BLOOP. FOR ACCIPENTAL PISCOVERY, BUT WE MAUGRAS’ FOOT. IT TOOK ON TROUBLE GETTING FUNDING 
CENTURIES IT WAS RAN EXPERIMENTS AND FOUND || NEW ENERGY AND LIFE AND TO TRY TO TURN THESE 
‘UNKNOWN AND THAT, WITH ENOUGH ARMA BEGAN SPITTING FIERY FORMS INTO EFFECTIVE, 
UNDETECTABLE, BUT SAMPLES MIXED TOGETHER, PROJECTILES UNTIL WE CONTROLLABLE 
MAUGRAS AND T EXPOSED TO RIGHT COCKTAIL OF |} PANICKED AND KILLED IT. WEAPONS. 
DISCOVERED A WAY CHEMICALS, IT TOOK ON A 
TO FIND AND ExTRACT GHOSTLY, LIVELY FORM. WHICH Is WHY AND SHELL 
IT WHILE WORKING \ | He Wears a WAS BORN. 
TOGETHER YEARS AGO. ni WOODEN FOOT 

















HUMAN BLOOD? THAT'S... THATS SOMETHING I’M NOT 
NOT WHAT I EXPECTED. SURE TD LIKE TO SPEAK WITH 
YOU ABOUT, QUITE YET. 
PO WE ALL HAVE IT? 


WHAT IS IT? HOW DID YOU FIND IT? OF COURSE, RUINDER. I MEAN ... 


WHAT WERE YOU LOOKING FOR MOURE MWECSS: 
TO START WITH? SURELY YOU 

m__ DIDN'T expect To Piscover 

SOME INVISIBLE MAGIC 

/ CHEMICAL . 





WHOSE BLOOP DO 
XTRACT IT FROM 
THESE DAYS? 


WE HAVE A 
BIOBANK OF 
ANONYMOUS: 
SAMPLES. 


++. YOU WANT TO TEACH ME 
ABOUT THE CREATION OF 
THE MONSTERS, SO I CAN 


BECOME YOUR APPRENTICE. 


ODDLY, IT POESN'T SEEM TO 
MAKE MUCH OF A DIFFERENCE 
WHETHER THE ARMA COMES FROM 
ONE PERSON OR ANOTHER. 


IT ONLY SEEMS TO 
BECOME DISTINCT WHEN 
(TIS MODIFIED INTO A 
GHOST AND SEEKS 

DY. 


SO THEY REALLY 
ARE JUST WEAPONS. 
TOOLS WE CAN USE 
FOR DESTRUCTION 


I HOPE IT’S CLEAR WHY I'M 
SHARING ALL THIS WITH YOU 
TONIGHT, LULENSKI. 


THAT IS MY SINCERE BELIEF, YES. 
BASED ON YEARS OF EXPERIENCE. 


BUT I WILL ADMIT 
I HAVE MY OWN 
BIASES. 


NAMELY, THAT 
TAM AFRAID. 





IN TIME T LEARNED HOw 
TO ENGINEER MONSTERS 
WHO WERE ENTIRELY 
PHYSICALLY SEPARATE 
FROM THEIR HOST. 


BUT I WAS THE 

VERY FIRST TO 

VOLUNTEER FOR 
THE PROCEDURE. 


IT WAS... 
IMPERFECT. 





OR PERHAPS SHE MIGHT 
HAVE HER OWN IDEAS OF 
WHAT SHE WANTED TO Do. 
SHE COULD TORTURE ME 
INTO COMPLIANCE SIMPLY 
BY LIFTING ONE ARM AND 
EXPOSING ME TO THE AIR. 


OH, RJINDER- 


T HAD NO IDEA WHAT 
I MIGHT BECOME. BUT I 
HADN'T IMAGINED ... 


LP THOUGHT ID 

LOSE A HAND oR A 
FOOT, AND GAIN A 
CREATURE, A PET. 





























BUT SHE DOES NONE 
OF THOSE THINGS! SHE 
BEHAVES AS AN 
EXTENSION OF MYSELF, 
‘A MINDLESS TOOL, 
SAVE PERHAPS TO Seek 
‘OUT NOURISHMENT, 
AS A WORM MIGHT. 


BUT THAT WASNT 
TO BE. ANP NOW? 


NOW SHE IS WITH 
ME, ALWAYS. I CANNOT 
EXIST WITHOUT HER. 
LAM SWADDLED LIKE A 
HELPLESS INFANT IN HER 
EMBRACE, EVERY SECOND 
OF'MY LIFE. 


AND So, 

GRATEFUL THAT THEY 
ARE, AS YOU SAY, 
‘YUST" TOOLS. EXACTLY 
AS WE DESIGNED THEM. 


IF MY SKIN HAD A WILL 
OF HER OWN, SHE MIGHT 
ONE DAY Gow TIRED 


FOR HER, KILLING 
ME WOULD BE 
SIMPLICITY ITSELF. 





\F I’M CUT OUT FOR 
THIS KIND OF THING. 
“(TM NOT SURE IF T 


WANT TO BE INVOLVED 
IN SOMETHING SO 
++ DESTRUCTIVE. 





(1S TRUE THAT IT CAN BE 
DIFFICULT, RUTHLESS WORK. 
WEVE BOTH SEEN THAT 
FIRST HAND. 
IVE LOST 


MY CHANCE 
AT EVERYTHING 
I THOUGHT L 
WANTED IN LIFE. 


I- EXCUSE ME, BUT 
I THINK Youre 
PROJECTING. I HAVE 
A SCIENTIFIC INTEREST, 
BUT THAT'S ALL. 

I DONT- I DONT EVEN 
LIKE THESE THINGS. 


ACTUALLY, 
THEY SCARE 





SO WE HAVE THAT 
IN COMMON, TOO. 


T WILL NEVER HAVE A 
WIFE OR A CHILD. 


BECAUSE OF MY CONDITION, 
T HAVE TO HIDE MYSELF, AND 
PUBLISH MY OWN WORK UNDER 
DR. MAUGRAS’ NAME. 


I Set asipe 
THOSE THINGS: 
LONG AGO. 


IT BEFORE I DO ANYTHING. 


THERE'S SOMETHING YOU 
SAID THAT GOT KIND OF STUCK 
IN MY MIND, THOUGH, AND T 

HAVE TO ASK BEFORE T Go. 


WHAT WOULD HAPPEN. 


IF YOU EXTRACTED ARMA FROM 


1..I NEED TO THINK ABOUT 


I SEE THE LIGHT IN YOUR EYES. 

I SEE HOW THIS WORK SETS YOUR 
MIND OFF. IF HE HADNT QUIT WORKING 
IN THE LAB TO FOCUS ON RUNNING 
SHELL, YOU WOULDVE HAD THAT 
IN COMMON WITH MAUGRAS. 


You CONTINUE TO 
HAVE THAT IN 
COMMON WITH Me. 


OH, | SUPPOSE YOU COULD 
CREATE SOMETHING FROM 
IT, BUT ITD BE FAR TOO 
UNSTABLE. 


BUT SURELY THERE'S. 
AWORKAROUND- HERE, 
LeT Me SHOW You vust 
AQUICK IPEA- ONLY FOR 
‘A MINUTE, OF COURSE- 


THE BLOOP OF A MONSTER? 








[7 ...over tHe rast several 
IEEKS, MICHAEL RUINDER AND I AGENT DOLAN HAS VOLUNTEERED 
EEN WORKING CLOSELY TO DEMONSTRATE. 


HAVE BEEN Wol 
| TOGETHER ON A New ResouRcE 
FOR SHELL. We CALL THEM (G0 AHEAD, DOLAN. 





7 
AS YOU CAN SEE, DOLAN'S 
ARM IS UNHARMED. 
THE AUTOTOMIC MERELY 
USES THE EXISTING. 
MATTER AS A TEMPLATE 
TO GENERATE NEW 
MATTER FOR ITS BOP\ 


DOLAN COULD INJECT 
HERSELF SEVERAL TIMES, AND 
CREATE MANY AUTOTOMICS, 
AT NO COST TO HERSELF. 


THIS INJECTION 


THE AUTOTOMIC CAN BE 


USED AS AN EMERGENCY 
WEAPON OF UNIT OF DEFENSE 
IN A DIFFICULT SITUATION. 


WHEN THEY 


THEY CAN BE 
INSTANTLY. 
GENERATED 
AND SET TO WORK. 


WHAT'S MORE, 


THE AUTOTOMICS 
ARE VERY VOLATILE 
ANP ERRATIC. AT THIS 
STAGE THEY'RE NOWHERE 
NEAR AS RELIABLE AS 
A TRUE MONSTER. 


BUT AS YOU CAN 
SEE, THEY ARE ARMA- 
INFUSED AND CAPABLE 
OF DESTROYING 
GHOSTS WITH EASE. 


THEIR BODIES SHATTER AND 
DISINTEGRATE WITHIN 
‘A SECOND. 


THEY ARE CHEAP, 
DISPOSABLE LIVING 
WEAPONS THAT WILL 

LEAVE NO TRACE WHEN 

WORK IS DONE. 

















WE STILL HAVE A LOT 
OF BUGS TO WORK OUT, 
BUT I BELIEVE THE 
AUTOTOMICS WILL BE 
VA ON INVALUABLE RESOURCE 
TO AFIELD AGENT. 


WELL DONE 
Wereeon ‘GENIUS! 


THIS OPENS 


DION'T KNOW iste oa gets 


You Hap IT 
IN YOU. 


SOMETHING WRONG? 
OH NO, I DIDNT DO 
THAT THING WITH MY 
FACE WHILE I WAS 
TALKING, DID I?! 


NED! HEY Nep! 
Dip YOU See MY 
PRESENTATION? 
600,I WAS SO 

NERVOUS! 


I DIDNT THINK THAT 
WAS THE KINDA THING 
YOUD GET INVOLVED 
WITH, IS ALL. 


YEAH, UH- 
YOu DID 
GREAT,LU. 


VERY WELL DONE, DIRECTOR 
MAUGRAS. THIS IS MUCH MORE 
IN LINE WITH WHAT We HOPED 
TO SEE FROM SHELL. 


HAPPY TO HEAR THAT, 
MS.DE WITTE, WELL’ 
KEEP YOU FULLY UP TO 
DATE WITH DR.LULENSKI'S 
FUTURE PROJECTS. 























































































































OH! IT ISN'T. 


I GET KINDA 


UM, WILL YOU Excuse 
ME? IVE GOT TO SEND 
A QUICK TEXT. 


MICHAEL, THANK YOU 
$0 MUCH. I COULDNT 
HAVE DONE ANY OF 
THIS WITHOUT YOU. 


WANDA- YoU were 
BRILLIANT. I KNEW 
YOU WOULD Be. 


ILL see You 
LATER, I GUESS. 


E 


I ...IF IT ISNT TOO EARLY, 

TWAS ACTUALLY THINKING. 

OF ANOTHER PROJECT WE 
COULD WORK ON. 


MAYBE THIS TIME . 
JUST BETWEEN US. 


Y 1- oF course. 
WHAT [S IT? 


Desmond 


watch out new type 
monster from shell 
disposable 
ok to kill 
more details 
when i can 
stay safe -L 


I KNow IT's 
BEEN DEEMED 
IMPOSSIBLE. 
ARMA ONLY 
\ CREATES LIFE 
FROM OTHER 
LiFe. 


TO MAKE LIFE 
FROM SOMETHING 
DEAD? 





CHAPTER 10 
THE AUTOTOMICS 





